ABOUT
On November 23rd, 11 a.m. (GMT-3), we will have the honor and privilege to be
holding an online talk by Professor Charles Chang, an Associate Professor of Linguistics
at Boston University. Prof. Chang’s research addresses topics in phonetics, phonology,
psycholinguistics, and language development. His specific interests include the early
stages of second language phonological acquisition, the structure of phonetic and
phonological representations, linguistic plasticity, cross-linguistic interactions within the
bilingual mind, bases of perceived cross-linguistic similarity, second language speech
processing, heritage language phonology, and contact-induced sound change.
For more information about Professor Charles Chang, visit https://cbchang.com.

PHONETIC DRIFT AS EVIDENCE FOR LINGUISTIC DEVELOPMENT OVER THE LIFESPAN
First language (L1) acquisition is often described as a process leading to an endpoint, implying a stable language system
in adulthood. In this talk, I will present longitudinal phonetic data that challenge this view and suggest instead that the L1
system of adult speakers continues to develop in response to new language experience. Adult native English speakers
recently arrived in Korea were found to show significant "phonetic drift" in acoustic properties of their L1 production while
learning Korean as a second language (L2); furthermore, a year later they continued to show modified L1 production in some,
but not all, of the properties that changed during L2 learning, and the persistence of L1 modifications did not necessarily
depend on active L2 use in daily life. These patterns suggest that language contact associated with L2 learning and
residence in an L2 environment tends to induce and then prolong phonetic drift of the L1. I will discuss the speed,
persistence, and variability of these effects, which highlight the need for language researchers to consider both the
population and the variable under study and to accordingly control (and describe) language background in a study sample.

LINKS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
Use this QR code to access the link to the live stream of Professor Charles Chang’s
talk, to subscribe to the synchronous session of the conference (11.23.2020),
and/or to Professor Charles Chang’s talk.

